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Dear Friends, 

 

WWWW    e trust that you all had a blessed holiday season and 

are filled with renewed zeal for all the Lord has in 

store for you in 2015.  At the outset, we would like to 

apologise that the last issue of The Standard, for    

October, November, December 2014 was cancelled 

due to a protracted postal service strike which went 

on for nearly two and a half months.  We are pleased 

that it is now behind us! 
 

As the year gains momentum, we quickly realise that there really  

isn’t much 1me to sit and reminisce about the challenges and        

victories of the year that was.  As soon as we try and take a moment 

to reflect, we’re rudely awakened by the demands of today and    

challenges that lie ahead. 
 

Although we give thanks to God for all that He accomplished in and 

through us in 2014 and are thankful for the vibrant rela1onship we 

enjoy with Him, the realisa1on is that there is s1ll so much more!  In 

his le7er to the Philippians, Paul writes,  
 
13 

“Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one 

thing I do, forge�ng those things which are behind and reaching 

forward to those things which are ahead,  
 

14 
I press toward the goal for the  prize of  the upward  call  of God in 
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Christ Jesus.”  

Philippians 3:13-14 (NKJV) 
 

As we look ahead to 2015 and beyond, let that be our goal – that we 

may know and experience the life of Christ in a greater measure.   
 

Isaiah 43:18-19 (NKJV) says,  
 

18 
“Do not remember the former things, Nor consider the things of 

old.   
19 

Behold, I will do a new thing, Now it shall spring forth; Shall you 

not know it?  I will even make a road in the wilderness And rivers in 

the desert.” 
 

That scripture fills my heart with excitement and expecta1on.  As I 

look ahead, I am filled with op1mism and an1cipa1on concerning 

many areas of my life.  By the 1me you read this, I will most likely 

have become a Papou again as Michael and Helen’s second li7le girl 

will have made her entry into the world.  
 

The ‘Praying Church’ ministry in Cyprus is growing and gaining      

momentum and influence within the church, which is very encourag-

ing.  The local church in Cape Town is also doing well as various sons 

and daughters in the spirit are rising up to take their places; provid-

ing the leadership and vision to take the fellowship forward and into 

its divine des1ny.  What a blessing it is to see them build on the 

founda1ons which have been laid for them.  We are filled with the 

hope that they will go further and accomplish more for the Kingdom 

that Christalla and I ever would have dreamed. 
 

So as another year gets underway, let’s fix our eyes firmly on the 

One who is the Author and the Finisher of our Faith, that in all we do 

we may bring Him glory. 
 

With much love,   

Andreas. 
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TRAINED BY  

            DISCIPLINE! 
 

 
 

 

By Andreas Kyriacou 

 
4 In your struggle against sin, you have not yet resisted to the point 

of shedding your blood.   
 

5 And have you completely forgotten this word of encouragement 

that addresses you as a father addresses his son? It says, “My son, 

do not make light of the Lord’s discipline, and do not lose heart 

when he rebukes you,  
 

6 because the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and he chastens    

everyone he accepts as his son.”  
 

7 Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating 

you as his children. For what children are not 

disciplined by their father?  
 

8 If you are not disciplined—and everyone     

undergoes discipline—then you are not legiti-

mate, not true sons and daughters at all.   
 

9 Moreover, we have all had human fathers who disciplined us and 

we respected them for it. How much more should we submit to the 

Father of spirits and live!   

 

10 They disciplined us for a little while as they 

thought best; but God  disciplines us for our good, 

in order that we may share in His holiness.  
 

11 No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but 

painful.  Later on, however, it produces a harvest 

of righteousness and peace for those who have 

been trained by it.   
Hebrews 12:4-11 (NIV) 
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The Value of Discipline 
 
 

L 
et's look at the meaning of the word discipline:  
 

To bring to a state of order and obedience by training and      

control. To train by instruction and exercise. 

 

The Lord's discipline is not only profitable but it is also the only way 

by which the Lord cuts from us the flesh and purifies our soul as we 

submit to Him and to the process He takes us through. 

 

Many have short circuited their calling and destiny by not understand-

ing this principle; as a result, they reject the discipline of the Lord, and 

remain spiritual infants living mostly in the flesh. 

 

Scripture says: 5 …….. My son, do not despise the chastening or the 

Lord, Nor be discouraged when you are rebuked by Him; 
Hebrews 12:5 (NKJV) 

 

Despise means to regard with contempt, distaste, disgust, or disdain; 

scorn; loathe. 

 

Why? Because whom the Lord loves He disciplines and scourges    

every son whom He receives. 

 

Scourge means to punish or chastise and criticize severely. 

 

Rejecting the Power of the Cross 
 
 

M 
ost believers fail to graduate from this process of training and 

that is why they are not released into their calling. The reason 

being is they cannot be trusted. 

 

God cannot anoint or empower but only a broken vessel, one who has 

gone through His discipline successfully and has come through to the 

other side. 
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God  trusts only  dead  men and  women who  have  gone  through  

the cross and died to themselves, their selfish ambitions, and their 

own personal agendas, in order to be filled with the life of God. 

 

This is the reason why our brand of Christianity today is shallow 

without substance or power. We have successfully removed the cross 

and it's effectiveness from our Churches.  

 

 
We want to hear words that make us feel 

good and tickle our ears - rather than words 

which crucify our flesh and our lustful     

desires. 

 

 
Back in the day of Jeremiah the prophet, God rebuked His prophets 

and teachers, because the word they brought to His people strength-

ened the arm of the flesh rather than bring them to repentance. 
 
9 My heart within me is broken Because of the prophets; All my bones 

shake. I am like a drunken man, And like a man whom wine has over-

come, Because of the LORD, And because of His holy words.  
10 For the land is full of adulterers; For because of a curse the land 

mourns. The pleasant places of the wilderness are dried up. Their course 

of life is evil, And their might is not right.  
11 “For both prophet and priest are profane; Yes, in My house I have 

found their wickedness,” says the LORD. 
 
16 Thus says the LORD of hosts: “Do not listen to the words of the proph-

ets who prophesy to you. They make you worthless; They speak a vision of 

their own heart, Not from the mouth of the LORD.  
17 They continually say to those who despise Me, ‘The LORD has said, 

“You shall have peace” ’; And to everyone who walks according to the 

dictates of his own heart, they say, ‘No evil shall come upon you.’ ”  
18 For who has stood in the counsel of the LORD, And has perceived and 

heard His word? Who has marked His word and heard it? 
 
21 “I have not sent these prophets, yet they ran. I have not spoken to them, 

yet they prophesied.  
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22 But if they had stood in My counsel, And had caused My people to hear 

My words, Then they would have turned them from their evil way And from 

the evil of their doings.” 
 
29 Is not My word like a fire?” says the LORD, “And like a hammer that 

breaks the rock in pieces?  

Jeremiah 23:9-11, 16-18, 21-22, 29 (NKJV) 

 

God spoke again through the Prophet Ezekiel in regards to these     

matters: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
4 O people of Israel, these prophets of yours are like jackals digging in the 

ruins.  
5 They have done nothing to repair the breaks in the walls around the      

nation. They have not helped it to stand firm in battle on the day of the 

LORD.  
6 Instead, they have told lies and made false predictions. They say, ‘This 

message is from the LORD,’ even though the LORD never sent them. And 

yet they expect him to fulfill their prophecies!  
7 Can your visions be anything but false if you claim, ‘This message is from 

the LORD,’ when I have not even spoken to you?  
8 “Therefore, this is what the Sovereign LORD says: Because what you say 

is false and your visions are a lie, I will stand against you, says the          

Sovereign LORD.  
9 I will raise my fist against all the prophets who see false visions and make 

lying predictions, and they will be banished from the community of Israel. I 
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will blot their names from Israel’s record books, and they will never again 

set foot in their own land. Then you will know that I am the Sovereign 

LORD.  
10 “This will happen because these evil prophets deceive my people by    

saying, ‘All is peaceful’ when there is no peace at all! It’s as if the people 

have built a flimsy wall, and these prophets are trying to reinforce it by 

covering it with whitewash!  
11 Tell these whitewashers that their wall will soon fall down. A heavy rain-

storm will undermine it; great hailstones and mighty winds will knock it 

down.  
12 And when the wall falls, the people will cry out, ‘What happened to your 

whitewash?’  
13 “Therefore, this is what the Sovereign LORD says: I will sweep away 

your whitewashed wall with a storm of indignation, with a great flood of 

anger, and with hailstones of fury.  
14 I will break down your wall right to its foundation, and when it falls, it 

will crush you. Then you will know that I am the LORD.  

Ezekiel 13:4-14 (NLT) 

 

The Now Word to the Church! 
 

 

G od has one message for the Church in this hour - the message 

of the cross. 

 
18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, 

but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.   
19 For it is written: “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, And bring to 

nothing the understanding of the prudent.”   
20 Where is the wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the disputer of this 

age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of this world?  
21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world through wisdom did not know 

God, it pleased God through the foolishness of the message preached to 

save those who believe. 

 22 For Jews request a sign, and Greeks seek after wisdom;  
23 but we preach Christ crucified, to the Jews a stumbling block and to the 

Greeks foolishness,  
24 but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of 

God and the wisdom of God.  

 Corinthians 1:18-24 (NKJV) 
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This is the only message that will strengthen His Church and bring 

back the glory of God. 

 

The word that is preached in most pulpits has weakened the Church 

rather than strengthening it.  

 

It is soft on the flesh and tolerant towards sin and selfishness. 

 

The prevailing message preached is one without the cross, without self 

denial and sacrifice. 

 

A message all about us, placing us at the center of the gospel, a human-

istic self centered gospel, as though God exists only to bless us and 

make us happy in this world. 

 

The Message of Truth 
 

 

T he message of the true gospel is all about Him and His king-

dom being extended and established in this world through our 

obedience, self denial, and sacrifice. 

 

It's about "here we are Lord what can we do for you?" Rather than what 

can you do for us? It's about us being loyal subjects of His kingdom 

and His righteousness.  

 

God's Rebuke to His Church 
 

 

I n the days of Haggai the prophet, God's people became selfish and 

self centered caring only for themselves and their own interests 

and the expense of God's kingdom. 

 

They labored only for their own houses while the house of God lay in 

ruins.  
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God rebuked them for their selfishness and their lack of discernment in 

understanding the seasons and signs of the times they were living in. 

They experienced  famine, both natural and spiritual, as well as devas-

tation, yet they have not understood the cause of their condition. 

 

Listen to the words Haggai brought them from the Lord. 

 
3 Then the word of the LORD came by Haggai the prophet, saying,  
4 “Is it time for you yourselves to dwell in your paneled houses, and this 

temple to lie in ruins?”  
5 Now therefore, thus says the LORD of hosts: “Consider your ways!  
6 “You have sown much, and bring in little; You eat, but do not have 

enough; You drink, but you are not filled with drink; You clothe yourselves, 

but no one is warm; And he who earns wages, Earns wages to put into a 

bag with holes.”  
7 Thus says the LORD of hosts: “Consider your ways!  
8 Go up to the mountains and bring wood and build the temple, that I may 

take pleasure in it and be glorified,” says the LORD.  
9 “You looked for much, but indeed it came to little; and when you brought 

it home, I blew it away. Why?” says the LORD of hosts. “Because of My 

house that is in ruins, while every one of you runs to his own house.  
10 “Therefore the heavens above you withhold the dew, and the earth with-

holds its fruit.  
11 “For I called for a drought on the land and the mountains, on the grain 

and the new wine and the oil, on whatever the ground brings forth, on men 

and livestock, and on all the labor of your hands.”  Haggai 1:3-11 (NKJV) 

  

He says to them consider your ways and do something about it. Thank 

God they did and God blessed them giving them mercy and favor. 

 

Call to Prayer. 
 

G od’s instruction was, 

 
 1 “Go up to the mountains and bring wood and 

build the temple, that I may take pleasure in it 

and be glorified,” says the LORD.  
Haggai 1:8 (NKJV)  
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God’s instruction to us today is no different from theirs;  

Going up to the mountain refers to prayer; bringing down wood in     

order to build, speaks of wisdom and knowledge that it takes to build 

God's house. 

 

In prayer,  both private and public, and fellowship with Him, we obtain 

revelation knowledge, wisdom and understanding in order to build   

effectively and establish His kingdom here on the earth. 

 
3 Through wisdom a house is built, And by understanding it is established;   
4 By knowledge the rooms are filled With all precious and pleasant riches. 

Proverbs 24:3-4 (NKJV ) 

 

Haggai & James! 
 

I f I were to compare Haggai's message to a New Testament writer I 

would compare it with the letter James wrote to the Church. 

 

James addresses the worldliness in the Church and calls God's people 

to humility, repentance and prayer. 

 

Hear what he has to say: 

 
1 Where do wars and fights come from among you? Do they not come from 

your desires for pleasure that war in your members?  
2 You lust and do not have. You murder and covet and cannot obtain. You 

fight and war. Yet you do not have because you do not ask.   
3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask amiss, that you may spend it 

on your pleasures.  
4 Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with the 

world is enmity with God? Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the 

world makes himself an enemy of God. 
5 Or do you think that the Scripture says in vain, “The Spirit who dwells in 

us yearns jealously”?  
6 But He gives more grace. Therefore He says: “God resists the proud, But 

gives grace to the humble.”  
7 Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.  
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8 Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you 

sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded.  
9 Lament and mourn and weep! Let your laughter be turned to mourning 

and your joy to gloom.  
10 Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up. 

James 4:1-10 (NKJV ) 

 

JOHN BEVERE writes the following in his book "Victory in the    

Wilderness" chapter 7 "The Lord Comes to His Temple."  and I quote:  

 

"Too many of the world's methods have crept 

into the Church. Much of this worldliness now 

is considered “normal Christianity.” This     

carnality has dulled our discernment. For this 

reason, many in the Church are in crisis situa-

tions. They are weak, sick, and some even die 

prematurely. The reason may be a poor diet, 

caused by mixing the Lord's table with the 

world's. One cuisine weakens the benefit of the 

other until they cancel each other out."“  
End of quote. 

 

Friends we are facing a major crisis in the church today and the crisis 

is a terrible lack of men and women who are wholly surrendered to 

The Lord, consecrated to God to do His will at any cost.” 

 

Our passion for God is absent, personal relationship and intimacy with 

The Lord is almost non existent, reverence toward God and His word 

is waning as we witness the spirit and the influence of this present 

world gaining more and more ground within the life of the church. 

 

Sound Teaching and Preaching! 
 
 

W hen sound teaching and preaching returns to the pulpit, 

repentance, restoration and healing will return to God's 

house. 
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1 Behold, I send My messenger, And he will prepare the way before Me. 

And the Lord, whom you seek, Will suddenly come to His temple, Even the 

Messenger of the covenant, In whom you delight. Behold, He is coming,” 

Says the LORD of hosts.  
2 “But who can endure the day of His coming? And who can stand when 

He appears?  For He is like a refiner’s fire And like launderers’ soap.  
3 He will sit as a refiner and a purifier of silver; He will purify the sons of 

Levi, And purge them as gold and silver, That they may offer to the LORD 

An offering in righteousness.  

Malachi 3:1-3 (NKJV)  

 

Paul instructs Timothy with the below words: 

 
1 I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will 

judge the living and the dead at His appearing and His kingdom:  
2 Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince,       

rebuke, exhort, with all long-suffering and teaching.  
3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but   

according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will 

heap up for themselves teachers;  
4 and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to 

fables.  
5 But you be watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an 

evangelist, fulfill your ministry.  

II Timothy 4:1-5 (NKJV)  

 

May the Lord grant us true discernment in this hour of massive decep-

tion so that we can stand before the son of man unashamed when He 

returns to the earth …...  

 
17 And the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let him who hears say, 

“Come!” And let him who thirsts come. Whoever desires, let him take the 

water of life freely.  

Revelation 22:17 (NKJV)  
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Our God Is Faithful 
Testimony 

 
By Louis & Gladys Gadama 
 

O ur God is faithful and His word sure and true!  He has        
answered our EVERY prayer, and given us exceedingly, 

abundantly above all we could ever ask or imagine. We have 
seen and    experienced God's unlimited and unwarranted favor. 
 

Both Gladys and I wanted to undertake post-graduate training in    
order to specialize in medical science at the University of Cape 
Town, but had no funding or scholarships. We believed God for 
scholarships and prayed. Gladys received an email inviting her 
for an interview for a scholarship, and she received one. Within 
4 weeks, I received an  invitation for an interview by a UK organ-
ization and received news that I had been awarded a scholar-
ship as well! 
 

We were very nervous with the idea that we 
were moving away from home and country 
(We are from Blantyre in Malawi) and that we 
would have no family with us.  God was good 
in that area as well and we have made good 
friends throughout the four years, who have 
supported us. We prayed for accommodation 
with specifics, and the Lord provided us a 
place to stay with everything we prayed for. 
 

We prayed that we would find a good church and spiritual family 
and we found Alpha & Omega Christian Fellowship, which is a 
great family. We thank God for Pastor Andreas who specifically 
took note of us and took time out to meet with us, mentor us, 
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and teach us how to always seek God and wait on Him regard-
ing our plans for our career and    future. 
 

It has been a lot of hard work, long shifts and working hours on 
top of the studying we had to do; someone said to us, "I will be 
very impressed if your marriage survives these four years of 
studying and working because it's not easy".... We waited upon 
the Lord, we trusted Him and our relationship today is stronger 
than ever.  
 

This year has been a year of many blessings. We both qualified 
as medical specialists from the University of Cape Town. We 
also undertook a Masters Degree this year, and with God's 
Grace, we will be graduating with a Masters degree on 15th De-
cember 2014. Gladys and I were under a lot of pressure with the 
exams as we were the only two candidates from UCT sitting 
these countrywide specialist exams this year. UCT has always 
taken pride in its high pass rates in the    specialist exams, al-
ways above 75%. So the pressure was on us, because the two 
of us failing would have meant a 100% failure rate, and one of 
us passing would have still brought the pass rate down to 50%!  
 

We prayed about this and God spoke to us from His word in                 
2 Chronicles 20:15,17 NIV assuring us and putting our minds at 
ease.  
 

15 …….This is what the Lord says to you: ‘Do not be afraid 
or be      discouraged because of this vast army. For the bat-
tle is not yours, but God's.  
17 You will not have to fight this battle. Take up your posi-
tions; stand firm and see the deliverance the Lord will give 
you.  …….. Go out and face them tomorrow, and the Lord 
will be with you.’”  
 

Indeed the Lord was with us. UCT boasted about its 100% pass 
rate in 2014 because of us two! All  we prayed for,  passing the  
exams  as  well as f or our thesis  to be accepted came to pass.  
Not only did we just pass the exams and have our thesis accept-
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ed, but both of us won awards for the best research projects and 
thesis for our Masters degrees! He has given us immeasurably 
more than we asked. His Grace is and always has been suffi-
cient for us! 
  

As we've been preparing to go back to Malawi, we had to budget 
for and work extra hours to make up for expenses associated 
with our moving back to Malawi such as cost of shipping our fur-
niture and household goods, and vehicles. We unexpectedly re-
ceived an email from a German organization that is doing some 
charity work in        Malawi, telling us they were willing to pay for 
all our expenses, including air tickets, and a settling allowance 
once we get home!! They informed us that one of their  projects 
was to help with repatriation of Malawian Doctors as a way to 
strengthen the Malawi health system. We had no prior 
knowledge about the existence of this organization; they looked 
for us. We believe this was also God's answer for us. 
 

The Lord is true to his word, he has given us exceedingly, abun-
dantly above all that we could ever ask for or imagine. He has 
given us everything we asked for and even more, pressed down, 
shaken together and running over! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Gladys & Louis  at their Graduation   
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RESOURCE 

FREE Sermon Downloads 

 

 

 

 

 

W 
e are happy to announce that sermons from our local 

church, interna1onal  ministry journeys and  messages 

in Greek are available for download through our local 

church and interna1onal ministry websites.   

 

The URL’s are as follows: 
 

     Local Church:                      www.alphaomega.org.za 

     Interna1onal Ministry:        www.alphaomegaint.org.za 

 

 

By clicking on the ‘Sermons’ tab,  

you will be able to download sermons  

as either a Podcast, an RSS feed or an MP3  

from Dropbox,  

all free of charge. 
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A Life Confronted with the Truth 

Join Andreas as he recounts his drama1c conversion in this autobio-

graphical story of how God reached out to a young and desperate 

man and called him to a life of Godly service. 

Prayer & Fas9ng 

In this booklet, Pastor Andreas Kyriacou discusses the importance of 

prayer and fas1ng with biblical principles on how to incorporate 

these Chris1an prac1ces into one’s daily walk with God. 

Books Available  

For Purchase 
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COST OF BOOKS 

US $ 5.00 OR R 50.00 

POSTAGE INCLUSIVE 

For more informa9on on how you can obtain these books, 

please contact our church office or email us at: 

andreas@alphaomega.org.za 

The Excellence of Revela9on Knowledge 
 

The life and faith of every believer is founded upon the revealed 

knowledge of God’s Word by the Holy Spirit.  In this booklet, Pastor 

Andreas Kyriacou discusses how there is no subs1tute for revela1on 

knowledge, and shares with us the keys on how to a7ain it. 

 

Greatness Through Process 
 

Pastor Andreas Kyriacou discusses the subject of intrinsic greatness, 

what God defines greatness to be, as well as the path that every      

believer is required to take to enter into and manifest that greatness, 

the very greatness of God within them, in their everyday lives. 
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By  

Andreas Kyriacou 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A Life Confronted  

with the Truth 
Join Andreas as he recounts his dramatic conversion     

in this autobiographical story of how God reached       

out to a young and desperate man and                       

called him to a life of Godly service. 
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 CHAPTER FOUR 
 

PREPARATION FOR ENTERING INTO THE MINISTRY 
 

Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does 

not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” 

2 Timothy 2:15 

A s the months went by and my relationship with my in-laws 

improved, they decided to help my wife and I by selling their 

business to us at cost, with no down-payment and very easy terms. 

This was a tremendous blessing from the Lord and an opportunity for 

us to grow and prosper financially. 
 

Even though Chris and I owned the business, my father in-law could 

not fully trust me and would not allow me signing power over the 

business accounts. My father-in law and my wife signed the cheques. 
 

After about a year, he was finally convinced that I had changed and 

that I was responsible and could be trusted to take care of my family. 

As a result, he withdrew from the business completely. He also asked 

me to come into the governing body of the Greek Community in 

Masvingo, of which he was the treasurer at the time, and learn how to 

serve our community in the various tasks and needs they had. I accept-

ed. That proved to be a wise decision as well as a training ground in 

learning to serve. As a result, I gained a lot of respect from my country 

fellowmen. 
 

Looking back, I now see how wonderfully and gently the Lord Jesus 

led my steps, a little at a time, even though I did not realise it then. He 

positioned me in strategic places, helping me to first build relation-

ships and gain respect from the community I was to share the gospel 

with later on. 
 

During this time, as my relationship with my in-laws and with the 

Greek Community improved and grew, the Lord began to burden my 

heart for their salvation. Daily the Spirit of God helped me to pray for 

them. The more I prayed, the more my desire grew to reach them with 
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the gospel. I often cried out to the Lord, “Lord, here I am. Help me to 

reach them. Show me how”.   
 

He began to speak to me through the Scriptures.  He showed me the 

importance and value of intercession.  The books of Daniel, Nehemiah 

and Esther came alive in my heart through the Spirit.   
 

I saw the compassion of Moses as he prayed for his people, the long-

ing and desire of Paul the apostle to see his nation saved, and my heart 

was encouraged.  Through these passages of Scripture I heard God’s 

cry in my heart, so I gave myself to intercession, praying for the Greek 

Community the very prayers that Daniel, Nehemiah and Moses had 

prayed for their people. 
 

This was a new experience in my walk with the Lord.  I didn’t know it 

then, but as I look back, I see how God led me in laying down a solid 

foundation through prayer and fasting, before the launch of my minis-

try to the Greek people. 
 

My passion to reach them grew and their salvation became my focus 

and purpose in life. At times I would sit in church and almost feel out 

of place.  I longed to be with them. Scriptures such as Luke 15:4 

would explode in my spirit. 
 

“What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he looses one of 

them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness, and go after 

the one which is lost until he finds it?”   
 

I would say to myself, “What am I doing here?  I should be out there 

where they are, helping them to return to the Lord.”  In the midst of all 

this, our pastor fell ill and was out of action for some time.  This all 

happened at the time of the liberation struggle in Rhodesia 

(Zimbabwe) and  people were leaving the church and moving to South 

Africa.  I became very dissatisfied with the church and with what was 

going on at the time, so I started praying and seeking the Lord as to 

whether He would release me to leave the church. 
 

How faithful God is when we seek His face for direction!  He spoke to 
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my heart through the Scripture in the gospel of John 10:11-13.  
 

“I am the good shepherd.  The good shepherd gives His life for the 

sheep.  But a hireling, he who is not the shepherd, one who does not 

own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees; 

and the wolf catches the sheep and scatters them.  The hireling flees 

because he is a hireling and does not care about the sheep.” 
 

Though I was not the pastor or the shepherd of the flock, I understood 

the Lord saying to me, that while the church was presently in trouble, it 

was not the time to leave.  Why not stay and pray instead of running 

away?  I did, and the Lord blessed me in it. 
 

Soon afterwards a younger man came to pastor the church.  We were 

about the same age and we became friends and walked together for 

some time before my release.  
 

In the meantime, I shared my faith on a one-to-one basis with an    el-

derly couple, as well as one or two other people in the Greek     com-

munity and as a result they believed and  received Jesus as Lord. 
 

A problem then arose.  Who would take care of them?  I  repeatedly 

invited them to come to church with me, but they did not want to.  

They were suspicious and afraid of anything that was foreign to their 

Orthodox Church and tradition. 
 

Greek people, especially the older generation, are very wary and    sus-

picious when it comes to matters of religion.  Some of them would ra-

ther die than betray their religious traditions. 
 

I started praying and asking the Lord for guidance and direction. 

“Lord, where do I take them?  They need to be fed spiritually, they 

need a home.”  I prayed along those lines for days. 
 

A couple of weeks later as I was reading my Bible these words leaped 

out of the page: “….. They do not need to go away.  You give them 

something to eat” Matthew 14:16. 
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 I started protesting on the inside of me.  “Lord, I am not a preacher or 

a pastor.  I have not been to Bible school” - as though the Lord didn’t 

know! 
 

The Scripture in Luke 1:35 came to mind and I heard the Holy Spirit 

say to my heart:  “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power 

of the Highest will overshadow you”.  He assured me that He would 

help me and be with me all the way. 
 

I obeyed and stepped out in faith, trusting the Word of God to carry me 

and assist me. Every Saturday afternoon after closing the store at 1.00 

p.m., I would go home, have lunch, pray for an hour and then visit 

them - giving them whatever the Lord impressed on my heart. 
 

I was amazed at how easy and comfortable I felt doing that.  That was 

the highlight of my week. 
 

The Holy Spirit would show me what they needed at the time, and as 

they would ask questions, I would give them the answers, pointing 

them to the Scriptures.  As I look back now, in writing my testimony 

and the beginnings of this ministry, I understand how the Lord tested 

me in the little things first, before releasing me into a greater level of 

ministry (see Luke 16:10). 
 

Friends, be faithful in whatever God has given you to do, even if it 

seems insignificant to you at the time.  Do everything as unto the Lord 

and not unto men.  Put your heart in it and in due time the Lord will 

promote you. 

 

Chapter 5  - To Be Continued In Next Issue 
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International Ministry: 
 

  Alpha & Omega Ministries International Inc. 
 

  Box 15412     Box 2465 

  Panorama, 7506    Tarpon Springs 

  Cape Town     FL 34688 

   SOUTH AFRICA    U S A 

  TEL/FAX: +27 21 939-3196 

 

E-mail: alp0003@mweb.co.za 

Website: www.alphaomegaint.org.za 

 

Vision 
To  see the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ fully restored to    

divine order, kingdom governance and apostolic foundations. 

 

Mission 
To equip, empower and commission kingdom leaders of purpose,    

vision and excellence into the harvest fields of the world. 

 

Strategy 

 
Influence and mentoring through seminars, workshops  

and conferences. 
 

Influence and mentoring through resources such as CD’s, DVD’s   

publications, podcasts, etc.  
 

Influence  and mentoring through relational fathering  

and discipleship with those who relate to us  

as their apostolic oversight. 
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